
Article X, Section 28 
(a/k/a Amendment One) 

         



Constitutional Requirement 

As provided by law, to finance or refinance: the acquisition and 

improvement of land, water areas, and related property interests, 

including conservation easements, and resources for conservation 

lands including wetlands, forests, and fish and wildlife habitat; wildlife 

management areas; lands that protect water resources and drinking 

water sources, including lands protecting the water quality and 

quantity of rivers, lakes, streams, springsheds, and lands providing 

recharge for groundwater and aquifer systems; lands in the 

Everglades Agricultural Area and the Everglades Protection Area, as 

defined in Article II, Section 7(b); beaches and shores; outdoor 

recreation lands, including recreational trails, parks, and urban open 

space; rural landscapes; working farms and ranches; historic or 

geologic sites; together with management, restoration of natural 

systems, and the enhancement of public access or recreational 

enjoyment of conservation lands. 



Scope of Spending 

• Am. 1 Sponsor Brief: 

• The Legislature has complete discretion as to the allocation 

among the broad conservation purposes defined in the 

Conservation Amendment. … While the proposed 

Conservation Amendment does therefore have an impact on 

the legislative function of state government, this impact is 

limited and hardly substantial. 

• The Legislature retains complete discretion as to how to 

appropriate those funds dedicated to the Land Acquisition 

Trust Fund. Essentially, the Legislature can appropriate those 

funds for any program that furthers the very broad purposes 

defined in the Conservation Amendment. 

 

 



Scope of Spending 

• Memo from Land and Water Legacy Committee to Financial 

Impact Estimating Committee (May 13, 2013):  

• May dedicated funds from the proposed initiative be used 

for salaries and fixed capital outlay and non-operating 

expenses? 

• As should be obvious, government cannot undertake essential 

government services without employees to carry out such 

programs.  Accordingly, the finance of acquisition and 

improvement of land, together with management of and 

restoration of natural systems, requires people, capital outlay 

and operating expenses and to carry out those programs. …  

The proponents of the initiative see no legal reason why 

dedicated funds could not be used for capital outlay, operating 

expenses and salaries for program purposes associated with 

the conservation purposes set forth in the initiative. 
• Am. 1 Sponsor Brief:  The Conservation Amendment does not prevent 

the Legislature from transferring many of those programs currently 
funded from other sources to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund.  
 

 


